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1. We consider that in general the estimates concerning Saudi
Arabia contained in SNIE 30-2-58 are still valid,
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2. Radical nationalist forces working in Saudi Arabia have been
strengthened by recent events in Iraq, Jordan, and Lebanon and by

the decline 1n King Saud's »powezz; prestige and health,

3. Indigenousv dissidents supported by % subversive
influences are now probably strong enough to undertake a coup, though
competont Jcadership may st111 be lack:mg. . Amir b1n J11uwi and many
Beduin, especially of the I\Iejd are almost certamly loya‘l to the Kinge
However, only those tribes imediately available at Riyadh or Taif would
be able. to affect the outcome of an attempted coup. The loyalty of
man& elements of the Army, incluaing the royal guard regiment, is
uncertaine, Thus, an ’atfenmt at overthrow would appeax; to have a good
change of removing the King ami seizing power in at 1ea$t part of the

country.

. bo . Feisal is almost certainly vitally concerned with the threat

to hims‘elf and- the Saudi dynasty. Ve belié_ve it unlikely that he can 1
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meet the threat merely by internal reforms and a policy of ™"non-.
involvement! with the rest of the Arab world, Whil‘é“f;he will attempt

‘ to ma:.nt'mm as much :.ndependence as possible, we believe he will

almo% cortai Ell " ter into some kind of cooperat.ion UAR,
> 51y imludige membership in the UAS,\ W rﬂx)\ﬁdfdf
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B K:Lng Saud will probably continhue for some time to maintain

important sources of strengtﬁ, vt i):n.n Jiluwi and the tribes. We
believe, howcvor, tha’c even if Feisal were rcmovcd from the scene,

. the Kn.ng would not be able ‘to reassert his former absolute power in
Saudi Arabla. Disappearance of either the King or Feisal would
accelerate internal deteriorations Departure of both would probably

be followed fairly promptly by the end of the Saudi monarchy..

6. If Feisal makes an accormodation with Nasser we beliéve Nasser
would be unlikely to instigate:' a covp against the Seudi dynasty, withe
in the next fow months, Even in this case, however,' internal dissidents

might undertake a coup; the likelihood of their doing so would be

greater if there were no accormnodat:.on ith Nasser M l“"ﬁ'ﬂf
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